THE PAST AND THE GREAT STATE

subjugation, is perhaps the most startling of all the
conceptions which confront us directly we turn
ourselves definitely towards the Great State.

And as our conception of the Great State grows,
so we shall begin to realise the nature of the problem
ol transition, the problem of what we may best do
in the confusion of the present time to elucidate and
render practicable this new phase of human organ-
isation. Of one thing there can be no doubt, that
whatever increases thought and knowledge moves
towards our goal; and equally certain is it that
nothing leads thither that tampers with the free-
dom of spirit, the independence of soul in common
men and women. In many directions, therefore, the
believer in the Great State will display a jealous
watchfulness of contemporary developments rather
than a premature constructiveness. We must watch
wealth; but quite as necessary it is to watch the
legislator, who mistakes propaganda for progress
and class exasperation to satisfy class vindictive-
ness for construction. Supremely important is it
to keep discussion open, to tolerate no limitation on
the freedom of speech, writing, art and book dis-
tribution, and to sustain the utmost liberty of criti-
cism upon all contemporary institutions and processes.

This briefly is the programme of problems and
effort to which this idea of the Great State, as the
goal of contemporary progress, directs our minds.
My colleagues deal more particularly with various
aspects of this general proposal.
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